BY ORDER OF THE  SHAH

British sailor. Did not Nearchus sail an entire fleet from
India at the request of the Great Alexander ? Nadir Shah
built ships thereon, and was going to base more in the
Caspian, with John Elton as his English Admiral, but he
died before his plans matured.39

Rumi evidently attached significance to the history of
his country on the occasion when three ships, the Fox,
the Dolphin and a Patamar boat, set out from Bombay
to explore a sea scarcely traversed since the days of Alex-
ander. Thereafter the Gulf awoke European attention.
Consequent upon local strife and a prolonged siege of Herat,
in the autumn of 1838, Persia acceded to British demands.
But petty annoyances continued. A year later H.M.S.
Wdlesley landed some bluejackets. The Persians opened
fire. Thereafter, England refused to accept their envoy
at Court, although two years later a commercial treaty was
signed at Teheran. Despite this, they again advanced
on Herat. The Persian fat was then well in the British
fire. The representative at Teheran hauled down the
Union Jack and decided to withdraw the Mission. The
Shah was infuriated and wrote to England: "Last night we
read the paper written by the English minister plenipoten-
tiary, and were much surprised at the rude, unmeaning,
disgusting, and insolent tone and purport. The letter
which he before wrote was also impertinent. We have also
heard that, in his own house, he is constantly speaking
disrespectfully of us and of you. . . ." He went on to
make allegations about the British officials then in Teheran,
accusing the minister of a liaison with the wife of a Persian
official. This attitude was so impossible that the Governor-
General of India declared war. Soon afterwards Sir
James Outram arrived to join General Stalker at Bushire,
where they entrenched a camp.

The troops routed the Persians near Borasjan and
returned to Bushire. Then came the battle of Khooshab,
when the Governor, a prisoner in British hands, tried to
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